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Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club 
               of Amer     

 

 

 

 

Name(s) of Adult(s):                                                                                                                                              
 
Full Address:                                                                                                                                                          
 
Phone Numbers: Home:                                           Cell:                                        Wk:                                        
 
Email Addresses: Personal:                                                                 Wk:                                                           
 
Age(s) of Adult(s):           /           Marital Status (circle one):   Single    Engaged   Married   Divorced   Partners 
 
Occupation of all adults:                                                                                                                                        
 
Number of children living with or regularly visiting you:                       Ages of children:                                      
 
Have you owned dogs before? If yes, for how long?  Yes                       years      No                      
 
Do you have dogs now? If yes, what breed(s)?                                                                                                    
 
What are their ages/sex?                                                                                                                                      
 
Are they spayed/neutered? If no, why not?                                                                                                           
 
If you have had dogs before, but no longer have them, please explain what happened to them?                        
 
                                                                                                                                                                               
 
                                                                                                                                                                               
 
Please list any other pets in your household:                                                                                                        
 
Do you live in/on (circle one): Ranch/Acreage Single Family HomeTownhome/Condo Apartment Mobile Home 
 
Do you own or rent your home?  Own                  Rent                  
 
If renting, does your landlord/homeowner's association approve?  Yes                  No                 
 
Landlord or homeowner's association contact information: 
 
Name:                                                                                                                                             
 
Street Address:                                                                                                                                           
  
City, State, Zip:                                                                                                                                            
 
Phone Number:                                                                                                                                            
 

The Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club 
              of Americaof Americaof Americaof America 
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Do you have a fenced yard? If yes, how high is it and what type?                                                                                            
 
How will you exercise your dog?                                                                                                                                               
 
Where will your GSMD sleep?                                                                                                                                                  
 
Where will your GSMD be during the daytime?                                                                                                                        
 
Please explain why you are interested in adopting a Greater Swiss Mountain Dog:                                                                 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                   
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                   
 
Have you ever owned a GSMD before? If yes, please explain:                                                                                                
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                  
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 
Are you interested in:  Male              Female              Either              
 
What age groups would you consider:  1-2 years             3-4 years                5-6 years             Any age             
 
Do you have any experience with any of the following (circle all that apply): 
 
Dominant Dogs    Aggressive Dogs    Dog Training 
 
Separation Anxiety   Serious Health Issues    Senior Dogs 
 
Owning a Swissy   Blind or Deaf Dogs    Vet or Vet Tech 
 
Showing Dogs     Owning a Large Breed Dog (90+ Ibs)  
 
 Do you agree to take your GSMD to basic obedience classes?   Yes              No             
 
Are you committed to caring for this GSMD for its lifetime?    Yes              No             
 
Would you consider adopting more than one dog at a time?   Yes              No             
 
Would you consider a special needs dog?     Yes              No             
 
Would you consider a Swissy mix?      Yes              No             
 
How much do you think it will cost per month to provide for your GSMD?                                                     
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Please list two personal references: 
 

Name:                                                                                                                                           
 
Street Address:                                                                                                                                             
 
City, State, Zip:                                                                                                                                              
 
Phone Number:                                                                                                                                             
 
Name:                                                                                                                                               
 
Street Address:                                                                                                                                              
 
City, State, Zip:                                                                                                                                              
 
Phone Number:                                                                                                                                             

 
 
I certify that my statements and answers to these questions are true and correct. 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                  
Date     Printed Name 
 
                                                                                                                   

Signature 
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INSTRUCTIONS AND FAQs: 
 
Where do I submit my completed application? 
 
GSMDCA Rescue  
Fax:  (410) 465-1197  
Email:  rescue@gsmdca.org  
 
How will I know you received my pre-adoption application? 
 
If you have provided an email address, confirmation of the receipt of your application will be sent to you via 
email. If you did not provide an email address, then confirmation will be via telephone. Please allow one week 

for confirmation. If you do not receive confirmation, please contact us at: mailto:rescue@gsmdca.org 
 
How does your organization work? 
 
1) The most important step is to fill out and submit a GSMDCA Rescue pre-adoption application. We cannot 
speak with you about dogs currently in foster care, or consider you for adoption unless/until you have filled out 
the application. 
 
2) If you're not familiar with the breed, we encourage you to learn more while on the waitlist by reading 
articles on the club's website (http://www.gsmdca.org) and by meeting Swissies in person. The more 
educated you are about the breed, and the more effort you've made in this area, the better qualified you will 
be to adopt. We suggest attending local dog shows to meet Swissies in person and speak with their owners 
about what the dogs are really like, and what it is like to live with them. We encourage you to join the national 
club or your local regional club as an associate member (someone who doesn't yet own a Swissy) and then 
attend their events and get to know the people and Swissies in the club that live near you. You can also join 

discussion lists for Swissy owners such as http://greaterswiss.com/ or Swissy-L on Yahoo. 
 
3) Now the hard part... you wait, wait, wait until there is a Swissy rescued in your area and then hope that the 
dog's needs are a match to the particular environment that you/your family can provide. When we feel there is 
a match, we will call you and do a telephone screening. Then the foster caregiver will call and answer 
questions about the specific dog needing a home. The potential adopter can screen to see if the dog is a 
match for themselves, and the foster caregiver also screens further to see if the potential adopter can provide 
the correct environment for that particular dog's needs. 
 
4) If the screening shows that GSMDCA Rescue, the foster caregiver, and the potential adopter all believe it's 
a match, then we will perform a home check. Sometimes a home check isn't feasible, but a potential adopter 
should expect one, just in case. References are usually called at this point as well. 
 
5) Finally, the adopter and dog are united; the adopter signs a Release of Liability and a formal Adoption 
Contract. A $250 adoption fee is collected. The adopter is provided with the name(s) of club member(s) to 
contact in case there are issues during the dog's adjustment period to its new home. 
 
6) GSMDCA Rescue will periodically check in on the new owner to make sure things are going smoothly. 
 
This, in a nutshell, is the overall process. In real life, there may be deviations due to unforeseen 
circumstances, etc., but we strive to make sure that each adoption goes this smoothly. 
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How much is the adoption fee? 
 
The adoption fee is $250.00 and is payable upon receipt of the dog. If you are not already a member of the 
Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club of America, you will receive a free one-year membership. 
 
What are the most common reasons why Swissies end up in rescue? 
 
Many owners do not realize the amount of time it takes to properly train and socialize a Swissy. As the Swissy 
becomes full grown, they find that they have little or no control over the dog and they don't want to take the 
time or make the effort necessary to retrain or socialize the dog. Most of these dogs come from families with 
very small or very socially active children (soccer, scouts, etc.) and, rather than including the Swissy at these 
functions/activities, they banish the dog to their backyard. The dog then develops bad behaviors out of 
desperation and/or loneliness, such as barking, digging, chewing and even aggression. They'll jump and 'go 
nuts' every time they're near a human because they are so desperate for attention. Or, sometimes they will 
withdraw and become depressed, and they lose their trust in humans. 
 
Another common reason is that the dog develops a health issue that requires either ongoing medication or an 
expensive operation. These owners either cannot or will not provide the necessary medical care. Some of 
these dogs may be epileptic and require ongoing medication, or perhaps they need an operation for OCD, 
etc. 
 
Very few rescue dogs are a result of a divorce or family moving into a new home that will not allow dogs. Most 
of those dogs are returned directly to the breeder. However, if the breeder cannot be contacted or cannot take 
the dog back, the dogs are taken into rescue and rehomed by GSMDCA Rescue. 
 
What is the average age of a rescue Swissy? 
 
The average age is between 3-5 years old. Puppies are never given to rescue. If you are interested in a 
puppy, please research breeders and select a reputable one to work with. 
 
I want a Swissy that is well-trained, well-adjusted, good with kids, good with cats, healthy, young and 
housebroken.  
 
If this is what you're looking for, then we suggest that you locate a reputable breeder and purchase a puppy 
and train and socialize it properly so that it becomes the kind of dog you are looking for. All rescue dogs, 
regardless of breed, come with some sort of 'baggage'. You must be willing/able to be patient and invest a lot 
of time training and socializing your rescue Swissv. It can take several months for a rescue dog to fully adjust 
to its new home and environment. Well-adjusted dogs are not born -- they are made that way by loving, 
consistent, caring families that put in the necessary time needed every day to properly train and socialize their 
Swissy. 
 
What are the most common health problems in the Swissy? 
 
Because Swissies are a large breed, they are prone to joint-related problems such as OCD, hip and elbow 
dysplasia. Additionally, they are prone to bloat and splenic torsion, which are life threatening situations if 
veterinary assistance isn't sought out immediately. Epilepsy and urinary incontinence appear in this breed as 
well. 
 
Do Swissies shed? Are they hypoallergenic dogs? 
 
Yes, Swissies have a double coat. They shed daily and you should plan to either vacuum often, or pick the 
hairs out of your food/drinks!  If you are allergic to dogs, then try a hypoallergenic breed such as Poodles or 
Portuguese Water Dogs. Swissies are not a great breed choice if you're allergic to dogs. 
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Are Swissies easy to train? 
 
Swissies take a very long time to mature... they are considered mature around age 3. Many owners will tell 
you that it can take up to 10 months or longer to potty-train a Swissy puppy. Swissies can also be quite 
stubborn, but most are very willing to try to please. . 
 
How long do Swissies live? 
 
Swissies are considered 'senior' around age 6. Healthy Swissies should live 8-10 years, but there are quite a 
few that have lived to ripe old ages of 12 or 13. 
 
Do Swissies drool? 
 
Although Swissies are considered a dry-mouth breed, they do drool if hot and/or panting. Some Swissies do 
have oversized flews, and may drool a bit more than what is considered normal. Also, many Swissies love to 
drink heavily, and then allow the water to drip from their flews, making a nice water trail all over your house. 
 
Do Swissies require a lot of exercise? 
 
All dogs need some form of exercise. However, most Swissies have a lower energy level and do not require 
extensive exercise on a daily basis. A walk or two or an hour at your local dog park, or playing in your back 
yard for an hour or so every day is sufficient. 
 
Do Swissies make good jogging partners? 
 
NO! As with all large breeds, heavy, jarring exercise can damage their joints. If you are looking for a jogging 
partner, this is NOT the right breed for you! 
 
Do Swissies make good guard dogs? 
 
NO! Swissies are gentle giants. They should bark at a stranger trying to enter your home, but they should 
never follow through with a bite. 
 
Do Swissies like cats and other animals? 
 
It depends on the individual dog. Most Swissies are good with other dogs, cats and animals. 
 
Why do some people call them 'Velcro dogs'? 
 
Swissies love to be with their humans at all times. They will follow you from room to room so that they can be 
near you. If you go to the soccer game to watch your kids play, they want to go, too. If you go camping, they 
want to come with you. Swissies are not 'ornament' dogs that enjoy being left at home, and so should be 
treated as true members of the family. 
 
 


